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(54) PRODUCTION OF OPTICAL FIBER 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide the production 
which enables inhibition of impurities from entering the side 
of the preform from the side of a heating furnace so that the 
impurity content in the resulting optical fiber is a lowest 
possible value, in a stage for sintering an optical fiber porous 
preform. 

SOLUTION: In this production, a stage for sintering an optical 
fiber porous preform M comprises subjecting the optical fiber 
porous preform M to dehydration and sintering by using a 
heating furnace 200 provided with a heat insulating material 
230 or carbon heater 220, each having a <100 ppm content of 
ash contained in or stuck to the material 230 or heater 220, or 
further, both of the heat insulating material 230 and carbon 
heater 220, wberein by using the heat insulating material 230, 
carbon heater 220 or both of them, unnecessary ash can 
effectively be inhibited from entering into the side of an 
optical fiber transmission section (a core and a part of a clad, 
in the vicinity of the core), to produce a low-loss optical fiber. 
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